PAPWORTH EVERARD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE   695th MEETING OF PAPWORTH EVERARD PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9 February 2011
7.30 PM

AT THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, UPPER PENDRILL COURT ERMINE ST. NORTH

PRESENT:  Rob Ashley (RA), Bob Baker (BB), Paul Hicks (PH), Chris Howlett (CH), Barry Hume (BH), Mike Nichols (MN) Paul Phillips Chairman (PP), 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mandy Smith (County Councillor) (MS) Mark Howell (MH), Nick Wright (NW) (District Councillors) Tess Rogers (TR) Clerk

14/02-11
Apologies for Absence

Chris Dawson, James Tekiko, Helen Jones

15/02-11
Declaration of Interest
Mr Bob Baker

Secretary of the Papworth Bowls Club
Mr Paul Phillips
 Papworth Hospital


16/02-11
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 12th  January 2011. 

16/02-11.01
07/01.11.02 PH pointed out that it was South Cambs District Council (SCDC) that has a new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Jean Hunter, and not Papworth Trust whose CEO remains as Adrian Bagg.
16/02.11.02
11/01-11.2 This should read “PH requested further information from the County Council be given following new questions raised by the external auditors.

Following these alterations BB proposed the minutes be accepted, 2nd by MH, all agreed.

17/02-11
Actions Report

All actions noted have been completed or on going with progress reported further within these minutes.
18/02-11
Matters arising or carried forward from the last or previous meeting.
18/02-11.1
04/01-11.1 PH met with the local resident and County Council representative Brian Stinson, to discuss the speed cushion at Ermine Street North.  The County Council has previously undertaken tests at the property to ensure there is not an unreasonable amount of noise and vibration due to the cushion being in place.  The tests have all proved negative.  The resident did mention there had been a degree of rumble particularly when heavy vehicles passed the property prior to the cushion being in place.  The matter was resolved with no further action being necessary.
The Parish Council had been asked to receive Becky Proctor (BP), the Archives and Heritage Officer to the meeting, as an addition to the agenda, as the Heritage Centre are asking for the Parish Council’s assistance in connection with an application that is being made for a £50,000.00 grant to carry out an oral history project in Papworth.  BP circulated the application to the Council and asked for the Council’s support.  A proposal to support the application in name was made by PP, 2nd by PH however it was stated that no financial support could be offered at this time
19/02-11
Matters for information only

19/02-11.1
08/01.11.7 The Varrier Jones Foundation have agreed to a mains water supply being laid directly into the TCM Community Room however it will be at least 3 months before the County Council undertake the work.  In the meantime the County Council will repair the leak in the adjacent shed whereupon the Parish Council will be able to identify the source of the leak in the TCM Room and that will be repaired.  The Youth Club will then be able to use the premises.  
20/02-11
To receive reports from County and District Councillors
20/02-11.1
MS reported that following reports of faulty street lights, the County Council is checking all lights with a view to repairing those necessary in the near future.  
The next neighbourhood policing meeting is to be at Willingham Primary School on the 22 February. 
A meeting to discuss the issues of lorries travelling through villages is to be held at Swavesey Village Hall on the 2nd March.  
MS asked if the clerk had received any concerns from parishioners regarding the withdrawal of bus services due to the County Council withdrawing subsidiaries.  Only one has been received to date.  Other methods of public transport were discussed and MS said she would discuss the matter with concerned parishioners if necessary.
20/02-11.2
NW reported there would be a council tax freeze of 2 ½% set for 3-4 years with a freeze on allowances.  

20/02-11.3
MH reported that in the past Papworth Everard had been debt free to the Council for Council Housing but is now expected to pay towards the £205 million debt owed by other locations.  This only effects those living in council houses.

21/02.11
Parish Council Matters
21/02-11.1
Proposal to sign off the Heads of Terms document for the requisition of the allotments. CH reported that the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on the 18 January to discuss the revised heads of terms document had proved in-quorate therefore had become a working group meeting.  After 4 recent amendments were made by the landlord (the Varrier Jones Foundation – VJF) to version 2.1 of the Heads of Terms document the Papworth Everard Allotments Association had accepted it.  CH stated that he believed that the current ‘heads of terms’ represented the best deal that the Parish 

Council is likely to be offered by the VJF.  Although there were several potential clauses that were very prescriptive as to the cultivation and use of the allotments, CH had received assurances from the Papworth Allotments Association that they would be able to work with this and would carefully regulate the use of the allotments.   The Parish Council had received final comments from its property consultant (Andrew Dickson of Cheffins) regarding the document, which were favourable, except he had pointed out that it was uncertain what amount of money would need to be paid to release the land from its current tenancy.  The council was reminded that it is under a legal obligation to seek to provide land for use as allotments.

During further discussion, while the Council expressed its wish that there should be allotments in the village, it was felt that under the current ‘heads of terms’ there appeared to be no limit to the future costs that might be incurred by the Parish Council relating to the VJF’s professional and legal fees, the sum that may eventually need to be paid to the current tenant, and the costs of developing the site for allotment use.  In addition concern was expressed that there were a number of clauses in the ‘heads of terms’ that could easily be inadvertently breached that would result in the VJF reclaiming the leased land.

PP proposed an amendment to the proposal to accept the ‘heads of terms’ that would cap total expenditure by the Parish Council to £50K, CH 2nd.   However neither the amendment nor the original proposal were accepted by the council.  Councillors voted 3 in favour and 4 against.
.
21/02-11.2
Proposal to sign the terms of engagement received from Leeds Day solicitors for acting on the Parish Council’s behalf in negotiating a 99 year lease for the Village Hall.  PP proposed, CH 2nd, unanimous.  
21/02-11.2a
To accept and forward the queries to the Varrier Jones Foundation as suggested at the working party held on the 18 January regarding the draft lease for the Village Hall.  These had been sent to Leeds Day following the working party in a holding 
e mail.  PH remembered at some point in time a lease for 999 years at peppercorn rent had been drawn up for the Hall and he felt that the Council should pursue this.  He suggested a meeting should be held solely with the Papworth Trust to try and re-negotiate these terms.  The clerk is to arrange a meeting with Adrian Bagg, Chief Executive Officer of the Trust. NW, District Councillor and representation from the Parish Council. 
21/02-11.3
To accept co-option of new councillors following receipt of application forms.  The forms were circulated, both met the criteria of the role and it was agreed unanimously for both to be co-opted onto Council following their signing the declaration of interest and acceptance of office forms.
21/02-11.4
To consider the offer of assistance from Councillor Howell’s client for renovation ideas for the Village Hall.  MH had approached the Council with a resume’ of David Amos who is a builder and will offer his services free of charge.  He will not seek to undertake any work as he lives and works out of area.  The Council considered this to be a useful exercise and agreed that representatives will meet with Mr Amos and discuss ideas.  MH to liaise with TR to arrange the meeting.

21/02-11.5
To consider a proposal to seek a meeting with the VJF and Papworth Trust about the long term maintenance of public green spaces in the village.

CH reported the planning committee had been concerned for some time regarding this issue with the VJF going through the changes it is.  It was decided the planning committee will consider the issue further before the 
Council arranges to meet with the VJF to discuss the matter.
21/02/11.6
Planning application S/2277/10 erection of extension to existing pavilion and creation of an outdoor terrace.

The tennis club have applied for permission to extend the existing pavilion and put a patio around it.  Once this is done the building will belong to the Parish Council as it currently sub lets the existing building to the tennis club. CH showed the plans to the Council.  These were approved.  The clerk will inform the assistant clerk to advise the District Council there are no objections.

21/02.11.7
Proposal to employ a pool caretaker for the Summer months.

A caretaker for the paddling pool is required to be available for work for 3 to 4 hours each day at the weekends, 2-21/2 hours each day for the rest of the week from June to September.  Payment will be at minimum wage and an advanced Criminal Records Bureau check will be required.  The clerk is to place an advertisement in the News&Views and on the village notice board.  PP proposed, BH 2nd.

22/02.11
Correspondence and Communications

22/02.11.1
Observations reported by resident of Baron’s Way

A resident had reported that drivers are using Barons Way rather than negotiate the speed cushions in the 20mph zone on Ermine Street North. This is a County Council concern however due to budgetary pressures there will be nothing done currently to ease this burden  If, as suggested Barons Way became one way this would encourage drivers to drive faster along it.

Concern was also raised over the shelter at the corner of Barons Way which has been vandalised.  This will be a matter for the amenities committee to discuss.
22/02.11.2
Confirmation required by Youth Workers of Continued Funding for the Youth Service.
An e mail had been received from Julie Bristow (JB).  Currently budgetary provision has been made for the coming financial year however Council requests a written report from JB regarding how many young people of the village are benefitting from the service.  This is required to determine 
whether this is a good investment for the village or not.  The clerk will request the report.
23/02-11.11
Publications
There were none.

24.02.11
Finance and procedure.

24.02.1
To receive the finance report and to authorise the payment of bills.
	
	

	Payee

Amount £

Budget Heading

Aitkens Sportsturf
141.91
Amenities
Bidwells
798.00
Expenses
Berrycroft Stores
46.80
Amenities
S Britt
110.00
Amenities
Cambs Acre (annual membership fee)
35.00
Expenses
CCC (lighting)
1057.16
Amenities
CCC (youth provision)
851.16
Youth Provision
E -on TCM Room
24.57
Youth
Espo
41.76
Expenses
Pendrill Pub (Dec & Jan)
700.00
Newsletter
SD Property Maintanance
135.14
Amenities
VJF ( Further VAT on previous inv)
43.52
Office
HMRC
203.11
Remuneration
Salaries 
916.31
REmuneration
E- on Village Hall
1771.31
Village Hall
Data Protection (annual renewal)
35.00
Expenses
BT (broadband Nov inv)
52.87
Expenses
BT Village Hall
75.81
Village Hall
BT Office
142.68
Expenses

	


BB proposed the payment of the above,  CH 2nd.

24.02.02  
Proposal to pay the outstanding 20mph invoice

PH is still concerned about this money being released and is still insisting that further explanation be sought following observations made by the external auditors which would appear to have been addressed in previous e mails received from the County Council.  It was decided to invite Alex Alexander, project manager from the County Council to attend the next Parish Council meeting in order that he answer any further concerns in person.  The clerk will arrange this.

25.02.11
Matters for future consideration

RA reported that T Woods was prepared to undertake work on the BMX track using the materials already in place to create a better prepared track, in order to see if enough use would be made of it before the Council committed any major amounts of money to the scheme.  This would take around 1 week.  RA was requested to seek a price for T Woods time and bring this back to the next meeting
26.02.11
Dates of next meetings



Annual Parish Meeting
May 2011 



Parish Council Meeting
09 March 2011 



Planning Committee

1 March 2011



Playing Fields Committee
22 February 2011



Cemetery Committee
            02 March 2011



Finance Committee 

TBA



HR Committee

TBA

The date for the next meeting was set for Wednesday 9th March 2011 

The meeting closed at 11.15 pm

Signed: ...................................................(Chairman) 
Date: ..................................
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Minutes of the PEPC meeting 09.02.11


